Interprige, Ore.
December 7, 1982

Cenera! Services /Administration
Hational Archives and Tecords Service
Veshington 25, D.C,

Centlemen:

I am prepering = history of the pioneer rosds of the Plue Vountaing of

Eagtern Oregon, and find thst 1% womlé te very desireshle to secure the following
information, whiech is not awyaileble Tooslly: d

Stages were put on the rosd into Wallows Coun i‘ with eontraets to alse
carry the mail, Tirst in 1879. This contrset ig preguned to have been in effect
until 1882, The neme of this contractor is pot-imewd (nd the point of

in the Grande Fonde Valley is not lnown for Sure. ~Some\ iy Swmmerville and some
gay Union.

The next eontrret wog & contrsdl
end John Ladd. Again the point of dofs
The terminal point was Joseph fon'h¢

B82 to 188€ end was by F,D, MeCully
B [from Crande Ronde Valley is in question.

The next contract was from 188\ 890, the contreotor who carried the mail
and operated the stsge 1s gold-—%o_have\b{en & men neamed Criffith. Poing of
departure again in questir® \

o8 eerried from Figin to Joseph. The raipe
b year, snd records are comp!ete here for

3inecerely,

5

Gersld J,./

- P.0., Box 372

Interprise, Oregon.
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January 8, 1963

IN REPLY REFER TO: NURE

Mr. Gerald J. Tucker
P. 0. Box 372
Enterprise, Oregon

Dear Mr. Tucker:

Your letter of December 27, 1962, requested informstion concerning mail
service in Oregon.

The records of the Post Office Department in our custody relating to
mail routes west of the Mississippi River are incomplete. We do not
have any records concerning Oregon mail routes, mail contracts, or
mail contractors for the period 1866-1918. It is possible that the
information you seek may appear in the Congressional Documents, copies
which are often available at the State university libraries or &t

the Oregon Historical Society of Portland.

Sincerely yours,

7 (Miss) Jane F. Smith
Chief, Social and Economic Branch
Office of Civil Archives




Enterprige, Oregon.
Jamnary 11, 1963

Dear Fernsl:

Perheps you esn help me to find out e metter of history ss 1t effects
Wallowa County. I would like to find out just vhere the first stopes lef't Union
County for the Wallowe country. The Pirst gtepe to (“%a}?m County began in the

fall of 1879 and cume up ﬂwmgh th & Wallowa Cenyor.| The next yesr the bridge

through regularly. Yo stages

wog finighed snd the road improved mnd the
operated ovér the Smith Mt. road end bridge

he engwers sbout is, was the point of
»/of Unien 2 Perhaps the stages at various

st Prom some /af the Ploneced Association members.
I have smo g {ripd ayiaianz from plonesrg over here snd they are divided
&3 to Suameiyil’ . I have written to the Federsl Archives at Washington .
DoCes to check eq meil contracts, tut they may mot be sble to 2nswer the question.
After the railroed ceme to Elgin, of course, the stroces operste’ out of Hlgin,

Hope you felks had a very heppy Christmem, snd best wishes for th e New
Year.

Sincerely,



Elgin, Oregon
January 15,1963
Dear Gerald: :
gorry not to have been home when you were by. Try some
more. Part of {he time you can find me. Carmi said that you
planned to stay with your father. That would be very good for
him.

If you have some Wallowa history projects you are working
on, I might have some notes that would be helpful, as I interviewed
about 30 old timers when I was working on the Elgin history
( and took notes on what the said) and then again while compiling
the Union County History I also accumulated some information.

As to your question of the origion of the Wallowe
county stages before the railroad to Elgin, I do not know if I
have anything real definite. Illy opinion would be they came
from and through Summerville,

However the east side of the river was & logical route
end I am quite sure that it was used in fur trader days. Tartly
because of the old wrotted bridge that was near the overhead
in the 18608. I think this was the place that was fixed to cross
with pack horses so they would not have to swim their horses
in the epring high water and get their furs wet.

On April 10,1878 (3% the post offices of Island City
Indian Valley and Wallowa were established. This would indicsate
that at that time this mail rout was being sterted.

There was a continious hassel over the location of the
county seat and in 1874 it was moved to Union from ILaGrende. In
1872 Samuel Hanneh was elected state senstor. He was a Union
merchant. In that session he got a bill passed to relocate the
stage rout across the mountain by wey of Summerville, which put
Summerville and Union on the main line and LaGrande off on a side
line. The rout cut actoss the valley and it was during this
time that the post offices of Slater and Sandridge had their
brief existance in the middle of the valley. After a few years
the road washed out on the west side of Bhe mountain and stages
again went by way of LaGrande.

Bill Xnight says he helped his father in 1878 build a
bridge at Fish Trap Ford (Elgin) and & short time later one at
Rinehart (The Morelock Bridge) Bill was born in 1865. Martha
Russell stated that they fed stage passengers at their place
after the bridge was built. She was Ned llorelock's daughter
born in 1866 and the lived on the Hill and Roberts place. 3She
stated that her father's place was a repular stage stop. THIs
between Summerville and Wallowa. Thie would be quite conclueive.

As I recall in some of my notes there ies an account
ef a young Twilliger who carried the mail to Wallowa and forded
the river at Rinehart. He took the diptheris as I remember sbout
1877,

Well, Had better stop this and get it in the mail.

Bernal



terprise, Ore.
Jaymary 19, 1963

Deay Bernsl:

Thenk you for your recent letter. You gave me gome of th e answer
to points that hold the key to the question =g to the starting point of the
. ptages that operated inte Wallows County. A le% Qfﬁmﬁ on vhen the bridge
wag built nesr Pinehsrt and 1 pearched the ﬂmiw%a%&w Journsls both here and
ot LaGrsnde without success =g o thet poimt. I takp it from your letter that

the Worelock Bridge wes built in 1878, the simg yov . khet the Pightrap Bridge

wag bullt. Is that correct 7.

1 received nn sngwer two gt

4 Dregon Histgniosl Soelety. I will investigete further

During the swEeF of 1874 the main esgt-west shage line opersted via, Tollgate

and tim newly completed Woodwsrd Bosd through Summerville. This change wag brought
'about by Mr. Hennsh, who wes slso an employee of the Northwester Stage Co., and
woe 811 tied In with the County Sest battle., The stnge line scrops via, Tollgate
and Summerville was opernted only that one summer snd un¥il s@@tim during the
next winter when gnow becsme oo deep on thet rosd and the Compeny switbhed ‘MK
to the migrant .?a&& Tollgate route weas not used sgein sg = gtege route. In 1880
&t the first of the year » new contraet wes let to operate steges over the Thomas
and FPuekel Roed, this wes of course o four vear contrect, ond Sumerville was



out of Summerville for th e cconsionsl trips mﬁéé dur

again on a main line stege route during 1880 and until just before mxm« in
1882, The week before Christmas of 18682 wag the great Umatilla River flood and

a1l bridges on the Thomsg snd Puskel Roed were washed out, besides numerouns sections
of the grade along the river. The road weg never recongtructed by the Toll Road
Company after that. However, the fire¥ elsss mail wes sarried by ssé&iﬁl and packe
horse between Binghem Spring snd Summerville, until th e end of 1883, at which

time the mall contreet expired. Summerville mﬁr ne

» agrin on & main line stapge

t
line after the end # of 1883, !

How, 1 feel sure that there is no cugation thelt the Wellewa gtages overated
th e £al1 8f $H96E 1879,

and the following winter, the bridge »€ The\meuth of th ¢ Minem was finished in

gfter th at. 1% would seem that the

o) T sm“not so sure. It would not seem logleal

S0, 1f you run neross any information thet might olesr up this uncertainity,
I would surely sppreeiate 1%, ' |
Best Begards,

Bon:



&wﬁ/
gf/

Elgin, Oregon
Jam 21,1963

Dear Gerold:

Recéived your letter this morning. Iooked up my old
notes of an interview with Bill Xnight Dec 16,1957. Here is
gtetments: "I helped put the first bridge in at Pish Trap
Ford (Elgin). It was in the sprirc and the ice was starting
to break..... I am not sure of the date, but it might be 1879
sese I helped on the horﬁlock bridge, probably the year after the
Elgin Bridge. The mail was carried on horse back #f¥d before
the bridge was built. John Twiliger wes carrying mail when
he took diptherie in 1877 and died.

"In 1877 1 was at the llorelock crossing when Cap.
Whlttl@ forded in on his way to Wallowa. (he describes this)."

ﬂw&ﬂ#& From l{artha Russell's notes of ;gﬁ/a/zg/ 1957:

"Wy Tatner,qanry Rinehart and Ferris Wade built the
firet llorelock Bridge in the early 1870s, I don t remember the
exact year. Afterwarde we lived on the Jim Roberts place )
and my father kept stage station. The stage from Grarde Ronde %
to Wallowa stopped. it went ascross narthasst to the Dacon Flacega
for the next stop, and then to Graham's place in the Wallowa
Canyon for the next stop.

"The firet bridge acroege the Grasnde Ronde River &t Flgin
was built in 1878 by Andrew Knight, his son Williem snd others
(s?e gives & description of crossing the structure and describes
it¥"

g Hill, April 1960: "When I was 11 years old my folks
desided to move to Oregon. On lay 1,1881 we left.....It took
us until June 19th to reach Union bnuntv.... Wm Park and father
bought tiWe/ & plece from Ned NMorelock".

You stete that the staged operated across Tollgate over
the newly completed Woodward Road in 1874. Are you sure this
wae not the old Linkdon road. According to the best I could
figure out the Woodward road onto Phillipe Creek snd to
Summerville was built in 1879 (Jesse nimaman %eyﬁ 1880) Grandead
describes going this rout in the fall of 1879. Was there an
older roasd on this route%

llaybe this hash of stuff will help a Dbit, maybe just
help confuse you. Any way here it is.

Bernal

Your father s notes of 1967~“hinam...Qféﬁi/gidﬁwlif%dlﬂ/ddd 40

Smith and licRees built a bridge there in 1875...'



